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Sherman Bus Crash Kills 15 Churchgoers

SHERMAN (CBS 11 News | AP) — A charer us carrying a church group to a religious
fesiival slammed onto its side and then skiddad off U.S. 75 in Sherman earty Friday. Twehe
pecpie died al the scene, one died at Parkland Hospital in Dallas and another died at JPS
Haspital in Fert Worth,

A 15th vicim, a femate, died later Friday might, according 1o Wilson N. Jones Hespital and the
Sherrnan Police Department.

A total of 55 people were on the bus at the time of the crash. Everyone was either injured or
liked.

The bus smashed into a guard rail at about 12:45 a.m. on a bridge that is about 15 feet above
a cresk, apparently skidding slong te guard rail before sliding off U.S. 75 just the other side
of the bridge.

The bus came o a rest on its right side in the northbound lane of an access road, Weorkers
righted the bus early Friday — revealing a crumpled right side -- and were loading it onto a
iarge flatbad truck. Other workers were cleaning debris and gathering lvagage, shopping bags
and scatiered pieces of clothing.

As many as 10 ground ambulances and several more air ambulances took some of those
injured 1o Parkland Hospital and other medical faciities including Baylor Medical Center in
Dalas, McKimey Medical Center, Presbyterian Hospital of Afen and Harris Methodist
Hospital in Fort Worth,

Some viclims were even taken to hospitals as far away as southemn Oildahoma.
A Parkdand Mospital spokesperson told CBS 11 News that five pecple injured in the crash had
been taken there. The Dalas County Medical Examiner's office said one person died at

Parkiand.

Baylor Medical Center in Daltas said two people were brought te the hospital via air
ambulance. Ancther two also were flown fo Methodist Hospital.

McKinney Medical Center told CBS 11 News that sight peopia were taken there, including one
chiki, Two peopie were listed in sarious condition and the other six - including the child —

wera listed in fair condition.

Three pediatric patients also were teken 1o Presbyterian Hospital of Allen and were Jisied in
{air condition with non-kfe threatening irguries.

There ware “vecy few walking wounded,” Lt Steve Ayers with the Sherman Police Dapariment
said in 3 rews conference.

The crash severely damaged the bus, which came to resiin a creek bed.

Vietnamesae Martyrs Catholic Church in Houston chartered the bus from Anged Tours from
Heouston.

Algohot did not appear to be a factor nor did it appear the driver fall askeep. poice said.

Tha 52-year-oid driver la¥ked briefly to police at the hospital, they said. He had a commercial
license, but his madical certification required by the government had expired.

The group was headed to Carthage, Mo., for the Vietnamese Marian Days Festival, which
began Thursday and runs through Sunday.

Marian Days was created in the ‘ate 1970s by grateful Vietnamese Catholics who survved the
often freacherous migration to the United States. The event is designed o ceiebrate this safe
passage
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Messenger  Mary of the ravelers were Vietnamesa and at least four transiaiors wera brought in, police
. ) . Sex Offender Jallet For
m:m 5aid acknowledging the communication challenge. Afeged WAL Church
Fiower Mound Northbaund traffic on tha highway was shut down as ambulances and helicopters used tha g::av:ﬂlr‘aa:;ndhg Parts
. Messenger roadway and median 1o ferry the injured ks hospitals. [t took ahout nine hours ta claar the 3 DISD Schools Now tinder
Grapaving scens, though roads remains closed while an invastigation is conducted and road repairs are State’s Microscope
Courier mage. Judge Sends Polygamist
Keder Citizen i Child Bride To Foster Care
‘Souniko  Aers cald tha investigation a “ime intsnsive” process and sad the deparmenis would reat o a1 Alstate Ralsing
.lownd o it as a criminal case 1o insure a thorough job. o
Fort Worth,
Texas Magazine It is believed that a biown out front tire caused the crash. Deblbie Hersman with the Natonat
Dallas BB Transportation Safety Board said that the tre had been re-tapped, a process meant to

extend the ife of a tire. However, it is against the law to have a re-capped tire on a front
stear e because, if it loses air, it could cause tha bus i lose control. Re-capped tires are
only alowead in the rear, where a bus has ore tires and athers are available to pick up the
stack.

According to the Federal Motor Carrler Safety Administration's Webalte, Angel Tours Inc.
out of Houston just receivad an "unsatisfaciory” raing Juna 23 of this year.

That rating indicates that there is evidenca of "substantial non-compliance with safety
requirements.”

Friday's accident happened less than a rnile from the spat where a trucker crossed the
median and kilad 10 peopla five years ago.

Sharman is located about 60 miles north of Dalas.
(© 2008 CBS Broadcasting Inc. AN Rights Reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewrithon, or redisiributed. The Associated Press contribuiad to this report)
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